Governor Rendell
Signs Puppy Mill Bill

On October 27, Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell,
alongside Directors of CARES, the Center for Animal Refer-
ral and Emergency Services and Hope for the Animals, held a
ceremonial public signing of Act 119. The new law improves the
treatment odeogs in commercial kennels and provides for better
health.

“I'm pleased to say, under this new law, commercial ken-
nels that previously bred large numbers of dogs with little regard
for their health or well-being must now improve the condition of
their operations and give proper care and treatment to the dogs
they house,” said Governor Rendell. “We've all heard of the
atrocities committed by commercial kennel operators that would
rather shoot their dogs than pay for proper veterinary care. Those
kinds of stories have given Pennsylvania the unwelcome reputa-
tion as the “Puppy Mill Capitol of the East”.

“We do wind up seeing a lot of puppies that come out of
puppy mills,” according to CARES Director, Dr. Jon Rappa-
port. “We see animals that have severe pneumonia, parvo virus
and other infectious diseases. All too often people set out to get a
healthy puppy and instead wind up with a very ill animal. This is
both an expensive financial and emotional proposition, they are
not prepared for. This act will provide for healthier puppies get-
tingdto their owner and for better conditions for the animal being
bred.”

CARES is a full service specialty and referral veterinary
hospital offering 24 hour emergency service. Located in
Langhone, PA, CARES offers a holistic approach to Oncology,
in combination with medicine by referral from the primary care
practitioner. For more information, visit www.vetcares.com

Established in 1989, Hope For the Animals is Bucks
County’s largest no-kill, nonprofit dog and cat rescue
organization. According to Marilyn Neiman, President of HFA,
they are on track to build the first no-kill shelter in Bucks County.
For more information, visit www.hopefortheanimals.com



