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“CARES Veterinarians Never Gave Up” – Clementine’s Patient Tale 
 

Meryl Udell and Karen Mahan had plans to own a pet after they completed work on their home in 

October 2006.  But when they were asked take in a stray kitten, they simply couldn’t resist.  They named 

her Clementine. 

The tiny kitten was given a clean bill of health when they got her, but nearly six months later, in 

March 2007, Clementine began having major problems with the litter box.  Meryl and Karen took her to an 

emergency veterinary service where she was diagnosed with a bladder infection.  At the same time, the 

emergency vet said Clementine’s kidneys felt odd and recommended x-rays be taken.  The images revealed 

Clementine’s kidneys were four times their normal size with a total of eight tumors throughout her kidneys 

and stomach.  They were told Clementine “was done” and to euthanize her.  

“Karen and I were not ready to make that call,” said Meryl. “We took her to our regular 

veterinarian, who biopsied the tumors and referred us to CARES for an appointment a few weeks later.  

We also found out that Clemmy was not a kitten but a very small year and a half old cat.  She weighed 

only 5 pounds.  Unfortunately, over the course of the next week, Clemmy went seriously downhill and our 

veterinarian contacted CARES for an emergency blood transfusion.” 

CARES Oncologist Dr. Jennifer Baez immediately responded, diagnosing Clementine with 

lymphoma.  “Dr. Baez was very clear about the gravity of the situation,” explained Meryl. “We had the 

choice to euthanize or commit to 18 months of chemotherapy treatment.  Karen and I decided with no 

hesitation to proceed with the treatment.” 

Clementine was given two different chemotherapy drugs and a steroid at the same time, right out of 

the gate, as well as antibiotics and another blood transfusion.  Clementine stayed at the CARES hospital 

for a total of 3 days and was visited by Karen and Meryl daily.  “We were allowed to be there anytime we 

wished for as long as we wished,” said Karen.  

Now five years old and eight pounds, Clementine visits CARES for regular yearly checkups.  “First 

and foremost, CARES vets never gave up and didn’t ever tell us not to try,” explained Meryl when asked 

what gave them the strength to move forward with Clementine’s long treatment.  “The doctors at CARES 

had a faith and a belief and a hope that anything was possible.  All of the CARES staff sees the spirit of the 

animal before they see the illness of the animal.” 
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